
2nd Annual Laboratory Safety Partnership Forum 

 Michelle Thompson (EH&S) opened the forum with a quick look at the webpage 

(https://www.ehs.iastate.edu/laboratory/laboratory-safety-partnership ), an explanation of 

DLSC responsibilities, and the curriculum. 

o Michelle’s goal for the coming year is to have increased DLSC participation in the 

curriculum.  

 John Howell (Mechanical Engineering) talked about how his department is beginning to 

establish a better safety culture and asked for input on how other DLSCs handle changes and 

keeping up with what is going on in the labs.  

o Many departments have a safety committee that helps by doing mini-inspections and 

‘spot checks’ 

 Jeanne Stewart (FSHN) asked for input on safety training for undergraduates in lab classes. She 

has been working on a checklist to provide to teachers in her department with the 

requirements.  

o David Appy (Chem) - general chemistry lab classes implement safety readings and 

quizzes that are due before the students arrive in class for that week.  

o John Howell - ME requires a class on shop safety and that they are incorporating lab 

safety information . The class/training is online.  

o Steve Mickelson (ABE) – uses blackboard to track undergraduate training. 

o The vet school created their own onboarding/orientation training and require each 

incoming student to pass it before working in a lab. It is offered online.  

o Michelle Grawe - Linda Cronk (EH&S) helped her set up a database to check safety 

trainings.  

 Michelle Grawe (MSE) asked why the Core Concepts training is only required every 3 years  

o Paul Richmond (EH&S) - it is based on ANSI regulations 

 she also asked how other groups encourage P.I.s to take safety training 

o CBE has EH&S present a safety seminar which covers one required training (in the past 

they have had Fire Safety and Core Concepts)  

o Betsy Matos (EH&S) - presenting the shorter trainings during staff/faculty meetings. 

Bryan Bellaire (VMPM) - ‘surprise’ training sessions during faculty meetings might 

improve attendance.  

 Bryan Bellaire (VMPM) suggested printing postcards with a few questions or suggestions and 

put them into mailboxes. They could ask about chemical inventory, safety training, electrical 

cords, etc. (more likely to improve if safety is broken into small nuggets).  

 Michelle Thompson – departments can request for EH&S to present a safety topic.  

 Thomas Maier (Plant Path) spoke about his department’s upcoming move to ATRB, and the 

issues with USDA permitting that they are facing. Bryan Bellaire (VMPM) offered some 

information based on his experience with various types of permits.  

 John Howell (ME) asked for suggestions about enforcing maintenance and cleanup of shared 

departmental spaces.  

o Bill Robertson (BMS) – cameras have been effective for their departmental spaces. 

o Bryan Bellaire - requiring an account number when the key to the space is picked up, 

acting as a deposit, similar to a hotel room.  

https://www.ehs.iastate.edu/laboratory/laboratory-safety-partnership

