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Laboratory Clean Up Guide 

This document serves as a guide for conducting a laboratory clean up. It is not all-

inclusive and the criteria may not apply to all laboratories. The checklist should be 

adapted and customized as needed for your laboratory.  

 

☐ Soap and paper towels are available at all sinks 

☐ Spills are cleaned up 

☐ Common areas are clean and uncluttered  

☐ Bench tops are clean and uncluttered, with new benchtop paper where needed/applicable 

☐ Laboratory trash has been removed 

☐ Combustibles have been removed 

☐ Aisles and exits are clear and uncluttered 

☐ Spaces below benchtops are clean and uncluttered 

☐ General storage is organized and appropriate for the location 

 

☐ Glassware and laboratory utensils are cleaned and stored in proper locations 

☐ Acid/base baths have been changed out 

☐ Oil heating baths have been changed out 

☐ Vacuum pump oil has been changed 

 

☐ Chemicals/biological materials are segregated by compatibility and stored in their proper location 

☐ Chemical/biological material storage locations are organized and clean 

☐ Used razor blades and needles are properly discarded 

☐ Unwanted research materials have been submitted to EH&S for pickup 

☐ Hazardous waste has been picked up (or a request has been submitted) 

 

☐ Equipment is returned to its designated location 

☐ Unwanted equipment is cleaned and submitted to EH&S for disposal 

☐ Area around equipment is clean and uncluttered 

☐ Area around emergency equipment (eyewashes, showers, sinks, fire extinguishers, electrical 

panels, etc.) is clear and uncluttered 

☐ Refrigerators are clean and organized 

☐ Freezers are clean, organized, and defrosted 

☐ Fume hood sashes are closed when not in use 

☐ Fume hoods/biosafety cabinets are cleared of clutter 

☐ Personal protective equipment is clean and stored appropriately 

 
 

 


